
1937 SCRAPBOOK, IMAGE 085 

 

Friday, 9 April 1937 

[PHOTO: Rev. Ben Stucki] 

Rev. Stucki, superintendent of the Indian Mission school at Neillsville, Wis., will speak at the Cross 
Reformed church Sunday evening and will show pictures of the school. The service, to which the 
public is invited is sponsored by the Good Will Mission club and is to start at 7:30 o’clock. 

***** 

Thursday, 22 April 1937 

RELATIVE OF BERNE WOMAN SHOOTS SELF 

Roman Heffner, 37, Cousin of Mrs. Victor Stuckey, Commits Suicide 

All of Chattanooga and vicinity are shocked and grieved by the tragic death of Roman E. (Pat) 
Heffner, 37, who took his life on Tuesday afternoon. Mr. Heffner had been in failing health for some 
time and was facing a severe kidney operation which he told friends he would rather die than go 
through. He left a note saying that his health was the cause of his rash act. 

Heffner was a double first cousin of Mrs. Victor Stuckey of Berne. His partner in business at 
Chattanooga, Walter Heffner, is a brother of Mrs. Stuckey. 

Mrs. Heffner and a neighbor had gone to visit their parents in Blackcreek township for the day. His 
lunch for the noon hour had been prepared and was still on the table when Mrs. Heffner came home 
to find him lying on the floor, dead, about three o’clock.  

He took a shot gun home from the store he his cousin Walter (Dick) Heffner operated, at noon and, 
going to the pantry put the gun to his heart and the charge from both barrels caused instant death. 
When Mrs. Heffner entered the kitchen, she saw his feet sticking out from the pantry door. She ran 
out of the house screaming for help and a neighbor came to her assistance. The coroner Dr. J. M. 
Huerkamp was called to view the remains and pronounced him dead for several hours.  

The deceased was the son of the late Fred and Anna Merkel Heffner and spent his entire life in that 
vicinity. Since 1923 he and his cousin had operated the general store. His father passed away some 20 
years ago and his mother died June 26, 1935. 

When Mr. Heffner was on his way home after he had closed his store for the noon hour, he was seen 
carrying a long box. The box, it later developed, contained the shot gun with which the rash act was 
committed. 



A note was left by Mr. Heffner at the scene of the tragedy which was dated, April 20, 1937, 12:15 p. 
m., and was addressed “To whom it may concern.” In the note he said he had no financial troubles, 
no family troubles, and had the sweetest wife in the world, but that he was so tired of being ill all the 
time that he chose to end it all, and closed the note by saying “goodbye to every one.” 

He was united in marriage with Miss Cecile Hoblet in August 1935. 

Surviving are his grief-stricken wife, four brothers and two sisters, Rudolph G. Heffner, Chattanooga; 
Albert C. Heffner, Rockford, Ill.; Mrs. Emma Bauer, Haynesville, La.; Oscar F. Heffner of Mendon R. 
F. D.; Mrs. Margaret Roebuck of Rockford R.D.; and Vernon E. Heffner of Mendon R. F. D. together 
with many other relatives and friends. 

Funeral services were held this afternoon at 1:30 o’clock at Chattanooga. 

***** 

Thursday, 22 April 1937 

David J. Graber of R. 1, Berne went to Richmond today on business. 

***** 

Thursday, 22 April 1937 

DOYT STRIKER IS ARRESTED 

Local Man Taken To Fort Wayne To Face Child Neglect Charge 

Doyt Striker, local furniture factory employe, was arrested late this afternoon on a child neglect 
charge. The arrest was made by Marshal Dave Dubach on a warrant issued in Allen county. 

Striker was taken to Ft. Wayne to face charges. It is understood that the charges were filed by 
Striker’s first wife, formerly Leona Ellenberger. 

***** 

Thursday, 29 April 1937 

WILL ABANDON JACK SCHOOL 

150 Attend Home-coming Wednesday Evening Northeast of Berne 

A home-coming, held in commemoration of the closing of school, was attended by about 150 people 
at the Jack school, northeast of Berne, Wednesday evening. Ezra Snyder of Berne is the teacher. A pot 
luck supper was enjoyed, followed by an interesting program of songs, talks and discussions. This 
may have been the last such gathering at the school, as the building will probably be abandoned. 

Two of the charter members of the school, Vance Mattax and Mrs. Dan Lehman were present. They 
went to school when the school built about 45 years ago. Both of them gave short talks. Talks were 



also given by the teacher, Mr. Snyder, by Ray Duff, former teacher, Trustee Edwin Gilliom, and 
others. 

Among the musical numbers were a duet by Rowena and Robert Mattax; a cornet solo by Laurel 
Mattax; numbers by a quartet, and by other groups. 

A double sextet sang “Blest by the tie that Binds”” as the concluding selection. 

May Abandon School 

The Jack School, one of the oldest rural schools in this community, will probably be abandoned, it 
was stated by patrons of the school today. The number of puils has dwindled to fifteen at the present, 
and patrons and officials of the township feel it is hardly worthwhile to operate the school with such 
a small number of pupils. The pupils who this year attended the school or would attend the school 
next year, will enroll in some other rural school in the township. 

***** 

Thursday, 6 May 1937 

Mrs. John Rohrere of Fort Wayne spent several days in Berne this week visiting relatives and friends. 

C. H. Muselman was a business visitor in Upland today. 

Dr. H. W. Neuenschwander, who recently purchased the Menno Burkhalter home, is having the 
house remodeled at the present. 

Among those from here who attended the music festival at Muncie Tuesday evening were Mr. and 
Mrs. Hiram Liechty, son Frederick, Chris Stengel, Menno Burkhalter, Arthur Zehr, son Thomas, C. H. 
Muselman, Edward E. Liechty and Simon Schwartz. The Berne school faculty was represented by 
Supt. E. M. Webb, William Spurgeon and Freeman Burkhalter. The members of the girls’ glee club 
and the high school band made the trip in two Hartford township school busses and in private cars.  

***** 

Thursday, 6 May 1937 

BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Mrs. Opal Kehrn entertained Saturday afternoon from two to four-thirty with a birthday party for her 
daughter, Jane. 

Games were played and prizes were won by Darlene Bowman, Corabelle Schug, and Emma Lou 
Riesen. Later a luncheon of ice cream, cup cakes and candy was served to the following guests, 
Corabelle and Jean Schug, Shirley and Charlotte Harsha, Jean Marie and Cynthia Kirchhofer, Ruth 
Mary and Joan Habegger, Darlene Bowman, Arlene Schwartz, Colvin McWhirter, Patty Lou Reusser, 
Janean Sprunger, Emma Lou Riesen, Harriet and Margaret Tucker, Barbara Jean Scott and Jane 
Kehrn. 



Mona Sue Lantz, an invited guest, was unable to come. Jane received many lovely gifts. 

***** 

Thursday, 6 May 1937 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Tillman and Martha M. Hiester Moser are the parents of a baby girl, Phyllis, born last night. 

Walter and Margaret Bixler Fenstermaker are the parents of a baby boy, born on Wednesday. 

***** 

1937 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Caleb and Susie Schrock Habegger of north of Berne are the parents of a son, born Wednesday 
morning, May 5. This is the first child in the family. 

A son was born to Hebert and Edith Neuenschwander Grile, of Ft. Wayne, Wednesday, May 5. 

***** 

Thursday, 22 May 1937 

COLD WEATHER FOLLOWS RAIN 

Mercury Drops to Near Freezing; Fields, Streams Are Flooded 

Unseasonably cool weather arrived here last night, following another heavy rain which sent the 
rainfall for April above normal. Fields and streams were flooded, and farm work again is at a stand 
still. Less than half of the oat crop has been seeded, and farmers are hoping for dry weather. 

The mercury dropped into the lower thirties today, and indications are for a heavy frost tonight. 
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